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President Gurbanguly Berdymukhamedov’s trip to Turkey and summit with Turkish President Abdullah Gul 
signaled improved relations with a long-time regional investor. A flurry of bilateral agreements were signed on 
construction, education, communications and other economic issues, and the president’s ceremonial greeting 
of 650 Turkmen students studying in Turkey and his presentation to each of them of a free mobile phone was 
meant to symbolize a future of greater communication and commerce.  
 
Yet the two leaders’ joint press conference did not yield any definitive answer about Turkmenistan’s position 
on the Nabucco pipeline, a project devised by Turkey and the West to diversify energy corridors to European 
markets. Although before the meetings in Ankara, a Turkmen government official said the topic would be on 
the agenda, it was never referenced publicly, Turkish Daily News reported. ITAR-TASS went further, citing 
Cumhuriyet, the Turkish daily, claiming that the regional summit represented “a blow to the Nabucco and 
trans-Caspian pipelines, EU-backed projects that seek to circumvent Russia,” and also raised the question of 
whether Turkmenistan really has enough gas to supply to all its customers in the region as well as Russia 
and China.  
 
Radio Liberty/Radio Free Europe reported that analysts see a larger context for such regional meetings, as 
Turkmenistan attempts to “play at all tables,” stay cordially cooperative with major players, and resolve its 
differences with immediate neighbors to present a united front for larger, competing energy powers. 
 
An international conference and exhibition that the Turkmen government admitted was not in the planned 
schedule opened in Ashgabat this week to enable Turkmenistan’s major state oil and gas concerns to meet 
with over 50 foreign petroleum companies and 15 government delegations to talk about Turkmenistan’s 
energy prospects. The exhibit appeared to rival Turkmenistan’s major annual international oil and gas 
conference usually held in the fall. While President Berdymukhamedov did not speak at the conference or 
hold high-profile meetings around it, he did send greetings indicating that he expected those attending to lay 
the groundwork for future cooperation “on mutually profitable conditions” and that some foreign involvement 
in exploiting Turkmenistan’s hydrocarbon resources was anticipated, although the exact forms were not 
specified and no deals were announced. 
 
The conference was part of an overall plan to keep all options open as long as possible and assess 
opportunities advantageous to Ashgabat, even as Turkmenistan appears to chose only China, Russia, and 
Iran as its main energy partners. Next week, President Berdymukhamedov will travel to Bucharest to attend 
the NATO summit, the first Turkmen leader to seek contact with the West’s security organization, a move 
which will be watched closely by Russia.  
 
Turkmenistan has also ended a seven-year freeze on diplomatic relations with Azerbaijan, and appointed an 
envoy to Baku, however the question of Caspian Sea demarcation along their mutual border remains. In 
presenting his foreign policy priorities in a meeting with the diplomatic corps this week, the Turkmen leader 
stressed cooperation with international organizations such as the UN and OSCE along with deepening 
bilateral contacts; he also reshuffled or dismissed diplomats to the strategically important nations of Saudi 
Arabia, Turkey, Ukraine, and Kazakhstan. 
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Although the conference this week and the president's foreign trips show that Turkmenistan is attracting 
much major investment in the energy sector, evidently, it is not yet trickling down to public works.  The 
Turkmen Institute for Human Rights discovered news of a January explosion in Ashgabat that killed four 
children playing with firecrackers who inadvertently set off an explosion due to a leaky underground gas pipe. 
The tragedy led to the dismissal and prosecution in March of the city gas company head and a district 
supervisor who were sentenced to three years of forced labor, a punishment relatives and colleagues 
believed excessive, given the larger problem of Turkmenistan’s fraying municipal infrastructure which they 
say has not been upgraded in 40 years. 
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1.     INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
 
a. Turkish, Turkmen Presidents Pledge to Increase Economic Cooperation 
 
Original title: Turkey, Turkmenistan Agree to Foster Ties 
Source:   turkishdailynews.com.tr/03/25/08.  Synopsis prepared by OSI Turkmenistan Project. 
Full version:  http://www.turkishdailynews.com.tr/article.php?enewsid=99954 
 
Synopsis: According to the Turkish online newspaper trukishdailynews.com.tr, President Abdullah Gul of 
Turkey received President Gurbanguly Berdymukhamedov of Turkmenistan during his trip to Ankara March 
24-25. The meeting follows a visit by Gul to Turkmenistan in December 2007 which he called “historic,” and 
was long in the making, though Turkish companies have been working successfully in Turkmenistan for some 
time, turkishdailynews.com.tr reported. 
 
The two leaders signed four agreements:  on cooperation between the two countries' state television 
companies; between the two foreign ministries; on economic issues; and finally a presidential agreement to 
cooperate on energy, textiles, communications, transportation, tourism, construction, and banking. The 
presidents pledged to give full support to investors in each others' countries on the basis of international 
contracts and to support a joint economic commission to implement projects, turkishdailynews.com.tr 
reported. 
 
Although a Turkmen official was quoted before the summit as saying that the Nabucco pipeline would be on 
the agenda, neither Gul nor Berdymukhamedov referenced the project or specific energy cooperation during 
the press conferences, turkishdailynews.com.tr reported. 
 
 ©2007 Open Society 
b. President Berdymukhamedov Meets Turkmen Students in Turkey 
 
Original title:  Turkmen President Gifts Cellular Phones to Turkmen Students in Istanbul 
Source: turkmenistan.ru/03/26/08.  Synopsis prepared by OSI Turkmenistan Project. 
Full version:  http://www.turkmenistan.ru/?page_id=3&lang_id=en&elem_id=12469&type=event&sort=date_desc 
 
Synopsis: During a visit to Istanbul March 24-25, President  Berdymukhamedov met with Turkmen students 
studying in Turkey, turkmenistan.ru reported citing the Turkmen State News Agency (TDH). Some 650 
students are pursuing bachelor's, master's and Ph.D. degrees in Turkey, and more than 1,000 Turkmens 
study in Turkey at their own expense, TDH reported. The president greeted the students and their teachers at 
a hotel ceremony and presented them all with cellular phones, noting that he hoped they would  "justify the 
trust placed in them by the Motherland and, by becoming highly-skilled specialists, would make a worthy 
contribution to the lofty cause of the Motherland's prosperity and the happiness and well-being of the 
Turkmen people." 
 
 
c.  Russia, China, Vie for Turkmen Energy Resources 
 
Original Title:  Central Asia:  Behind the Hype, Russia and China Vie for Region's Energy Resources 
Source: http://www.rferl.org/featuresarticle/2008/03/584864dc-0805-4a5e-b878-edd3e9255760.html.  Excerpt prepared by OSI 
Turkmenistan Project. Copyright (c) 2008. RFE/RL, Inc. Reprinted with the permission of Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty, 1201 
Connecticut Ave., N.W. Washington DC 20036. 
Full version:    http://www.rferl.org/featuresarticle/2008/03/584864dc-0805-4a5e-b878-edd3e9255760.html 
 
Excerpt:    [Passages omitted: on rivalry between Russia and China; on Turkmenistan's agreement in 2007 to 
allow China National Petroleum Company to develop gas fields in Bagtyyarlyk region; on Gazprom's 
announcement March 11 to pay Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, and Turkmenistan market prices for natural gas 
starting in 2009, i.e. $350-500/1,000 cubic meter, seen as an attempt by Russia to regain control of market 
lost to China.] 
 
The Sino-Russian competition is also hindering plans by the United States and the European Union to gain 
access to Central Asian gas. Specifically, it is a blow to the Nabucco and trans-Caspian pipelines, EU-backed 
projects that seek to circumvent Russia by transporting gas from the Caspian and Central Asian regions to 
Europe via Turkey and the Balkans. It is also unclear how much natural gas Turkmenistan actually has, and 
whether it is enough to meet the needs of China, Russia, and Europe. Analysts say the struggle over limited 
resources, the competition promises to be fierce. 
 
"In Central Asia, we are witnessing a zero-sum game because if the resources will flow toward China, they 
won't flow toward Russia and Europe," Bordonaro says. "This is a very simple thing, but a very important one, 
because it is the foundation of a new great energy game in Central Asia, which was said by some analysts to 
be looming. But it is already in place." 
 
It is a "great game" that the Central Asian gas suppliers -- Turkmenistan, Kazakhstan, and Uzbekistan -- have 
become increasingly adept at playing to their advantage. Analysts say that for this reason, projects like 
Nabucco, while damaged by recent developments, are far from dead. 
 
The Central Asian states "want to play on all possible tables," Bordonaro says. "They have eyed the 
possibility to make deals and do business not only with the Russians, but with Chinese and the Europeans. 
The Europeans could have the possibility to ameliorate their position, because these countries strongly want 
to diversify."  Analysts point out that Turkmenistan, Kazakhstan, and Uzbekistan have also learned that it 
pays to put aside their rivalries and present a united front on gas deals. 
 
[Passages omitted:  on complication of relations within the Shanghai Cooperation Organization, and history of 
Moscow and Beijing's complicated relations.] 
 
 
d. Nabucco Trans-Caspian Gas Pipeline in Jeopardy: Russian,Turkish Press 
 
Source:  RIA Novosti/03/25/08. Synopsis prepared by OSI Turkmenistan Project. 
Full version:  http://en.rian.ru/world/20080325/102139756.html 
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Synopsis: The future of the Western-backed Nabucco trans-Caspian gas pipeline designed to bypass 
Russian could be in jeopardy, RIA Novosti reported, citing the Turkish daily Cumhuriyet. The daily said "the 
parties had failed to agree on the delivery of Turkmenistan's natural gas to Turkey for the Nabucco project,” 
RIA Novosti reported. The $7-8 billion Nabucco pipeline, backed by the EU and the U.S., was expected to 
begin construction in 2010. Without Turkmenistan's support, the project is not feasible, said Cumhuriyet.  
 
In what was widely seen as a blow to the Nabucco project, Russia, Turkmenistan and Kazakhstan agreed in 
December 2007 to supply the Asian states' Caspian gas via Russia, RIA Novosti wrote. 
 
 
e. Turkmen President Sets Out Foreign Policy Priorities  
 
Source:   BBC Monitoring--Central Asia/Turkmen TV Altyn Asyr/03/20/08. Synopsis prepared by OSI Turkmenistan Project. 
 
Synopsis:  At a televised meeting with the leadership of Turkmenistan's diplomatic corps, President 
Berdymukhamedov outlined his foreign policy priorities for 2008-12, BBC Monitoring reported, citing Turkmen 
TV Altyn Asyr. Turkmenistan plans to expand its diplomatic ties, particular in trade and economic relations, 
and will maintain close partnership with international organizations such as the UN and OSCE. 
 
Turkmenistan currently maintains diplomatic relations with 125 countries, has 25 diplomatic missions and 
consulates abroad, and is a member of more than 40 international bodies, the president said. Embassies will 
open this year in Saudi Arabia and Azerbaijan. 
 
"Maintaining relations with our immediate neighbors with which we have common historical, cultural and 
economic roots, is among our foreign policy priorities. In this regard, we will expand even more our relations 
with Iran, Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, Azerbaijan, Afghanistan and other countries of the region. At the same 
time, we will boost our partnership with countries such as Russia, China, the USA and the EU countries," the 
president said. 
 
In 2007, Turkmenistan's foreign trade exceeded $US 13.7 billion, and could be increased due to 
Turkmenistan's geographical location and energy reserves and importance for world trade. The president 
also told the diplomats assembled that he will raise salaries of diplomats and set up a special training school 
for them. 
 
 
f. Berdymukhamedov Shuffles Ambassadors   
 
Source:  gundogar.org/Turkmen State News Agency (TDH)/03/20/08. Translation and synopsis prepared by OSI Turkmenistan Project. 
Full version:  http://www.gundogar.org/?022500000000000000011062008030000#5901 
 
Synopsis: According to a press release of the Turkmen State News Agency, at a March 20 meeting with the 
diplomatic corps, President Berdymukhamedov announced changes to the heads of Turkmenistan's 
diplomatic missions abroad. 
 
Mukhammed Abalakov, formerly ambassador to Kazakhstan, is now reassigned to Saudia Arabia. 
Kurbanmukhammed Kasymov, former ambassador to China, is appointed to Kazakhstan. Annamamed 
Mammedov is appointed Ambassador to Azerbaijan. Skhokhrat Jumaev, former ambassador to Turkey will 
be sent to Armenia. Last week, the Turkmen president dismissed Arslan Nepesov, ambassador to Ukraine, 
but has not yet filled the vacancy. 
 
 
g. Turkmenistan Appoints Ambassador to Baku to Improve Energy Ties 
 
Original title:  Turkmenistan Appoints Ambassador to Azerbaijan in Apparently Attempt to Improve Energy Ties 
Source:  Associated Press/03/21/08/Neitral’niy Turkmenistan.  Synopsis prepared by OSI Turkmenistan Project. 
Full version: http://www.iht.com/articles/ap/2008/03/21/asia/AS-GEN-Turkmenistan-Azerbaijan.php 
 
Synopsis:   Turkmenistan has named Annamammed Mamedov ambassador to Azerbaijan, seven years after 
recalling its envoy during disputes over the Caspian Sea and hydrocarbon resources, AP and Neutral'niy 
 ©2007 Open Society 
Turkmenistan reported. If relations between the two nations improve, they might consider jointly developing 
the trans-Caspian pipeline, which would bypass Russia to deliver gas to Europe, a project supported by the 
EU and U.S.  Annamammed Mamedov, former consul general in Turkey, has been named as the envoy o 
Baku.  
 
In February, the State Oil Company of Azerbaijan (SOCAR),announced that it had hired the U.S. engineering 
and construction firm KBR Inc. to conduct a feasibility study for oil and gas pipelines crossing the Caspian. 
 
 
h. Turkmen President to Attend NATO Summit 
 
Source:  Reuters/03/21/08. Synopsist prepared by OSI Turkmenistan Project. 
Full version: http://uk.reuters.com/article/oilRpt/idUKL218410520080321 
 
Synopsis:   President Berdymukhamedov will travel to Bucharest to attend a NATO summit April 2-4, 
Turkmen state media and Reuters reported. According to Reuters, this trip will make Berdymukhamedov the 
first leader from Turkmenistan to seek ties with the Western organization and that unlike his predecessor, 
Saparmurat Niyazov, President Berdymukhamedov has made many trips abroad, actively seeking to balance 
Turkmenistan’s traditionally close relationship with Russia with expanding ties to the West.  
 
 
i. U.S., Turkmenistan Mark World Tuberculosis Day 
 
Original title:   U.S. and Turkmenistan Anti-Tuberculosis Efforts Commemorated on World Tuberculosis Day 
Source:  U.S. Embassy—Ashgabat/03/24/08. Excerpt prepared by OSI Turkmenistan Project. 
Full version: http://turkmenistan.usembassy.gov/pr20080324.html 
 
Excerpt:   On March 24, the U.S. joined government of Turkmenistan and international and local partners in 
commemorating World Tuberculosis (TB) Day.  In Ashgabat, Ambassador Richard Hoagland, the U.S. 
Embassy’s Chargé d’Affaires spoke at the opening of Turkmenistan’s World TB Day conference, organized 
by the Turkmen Ministry of Health and Medical Industry.  Ambassador Hoagland noted that the Ministry, 
working with the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID), has extended a crucial TB detection 
and treatment program called DOTS to the entire population of the country.  DOTS is the World Health 
Organization-recommended Directly Observed Treatment Short Course.   
 
Speaking at the ceremony, Ambassador Hoagland explained that “I want to congratulate the Ministry of 
Health and Medical Industry and all the doctors and specialists gathered here for your hard work in 
combating a truly terrible disease.”  
 
In Turkmenistan this important work represents a cooperative effort among the Ministry of Health and Medical 
Industry, the USAID –funded Project Hope, the National TB Prevention Center, the TB Department of the 
Turkmen State Medical Institute, Balkan Velayat AIDS Center, the World Health Organization, Médecins 
Sans Frontières, the National Red Crescent Society, and ZdravPlus. 
 
[Passage omitted: on background of U.S. Agency for International Development and the Global Fund to Fight 
AIDS, TB and Malaria (GF)..] 
 
 
 
2.     DOMESTIC DEVELOPMENTS 
 
a. Officials Prosecuted for Gas Pipe Explosion in Ashgabat Killing 4 Children 
 
Original title:  Gas Explosions Kill Children 
Source: Turkmen Initiative for Human Rights (TIHR)/03/25/08.  Synopsis prepared by OSI Turkmenistan Project. 
Full version:  http://www.chrono-tm.org/?0257043915000000000000011000000 
 
Synopsis: A gas explosion in Ashgabat in early January killed four children, the Turkmen Initiative for Human 
Rights reported, citing local sources. 
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Four children who threw firecrackers near a manhole leading to underground heat ducts were killed in the 
explosion. Apparently a corroded pipeline led to a gas leak that caused the explosion. Azat Berdyev of 
AshGorGaz, the city gas company and an area supervisor were demoted and not paid salaries during the 
investigation that followed. On March 12, a court sentenced both to three years of imprisonment at a work 
colony. 
Relatives and friends protested the sentence, saying that Berdyev and the supervisor, a widow had young 
children and that suspending their salaries and sentencing them to forced labor seemed unnecessarily harsh 
given that the accident was due to a crumbling infrastructure and lack of funds for repairs. Urban utilities to 
supply water, sewerage, and gas have not been upgraded in 40 years, and this accident could be a harbinger 
of others to come, according to their colleagues. The report indicates concern that gas networks in the 
provinces are likely in worse repair. 
 
 
3.    ECONOMIC NEWS 
 
a. International Gas Exhibit Opens in Ashgabat 
 
Original title:  International Exhibitition Exploration, Analysis and Development of Gas Deposits and Mineral Resources Opens in 
Ashgabat 
Source:  Official government website/Turkmen State News Agency (TDH)/03/27/08. Translation and synopsis prepared by OSI 
Turkmenistan Project. 
Full version:  http://www.turkmenistan.gov.tm/?idr=5&id=080327a 
 
Synopsis:  On March 27, a three-day exhibit titled Exploration, Analysis and Development of Gas Deposits 
and Mineral Resources opened in Ashgabat, the official Turkmen government website and Turkmen State 
News Agency (TDH) reported. The exhibit featured the state companies Turkmengaz, Turkmenneftegazstroi, 
Turkmengeologia and the Turkmen Chamber of Commerce and Industry. Officials from the Meijlis 
(parliament) and Galkynysh [state-sponsored public organization—TP] as well as diplomats, representatives 
of international organizations, scientists, journalists and students attended the opening ceremony. Fifteen 
foreign government delegations attended as well as some 50 foreign companies, including Gazprom, 
Stroitransgas, the Chinese National Petroleum Corporation, Frunze Sumsk Machine-Building, Dragon Oil, 
Komats, Mannesmann, MAN, Wintershall, Barren Energy and others. 
 
President Berdymukhamedov sent greetings to the conference, noting that Turkmenistan advocated 
diversification of gas delivery to world markets and was implementing a program to modernize its 
infrastructure. The Turkmen leader noted that special consideration was given in Turkmenistan's energy 
policy to international cooperation and "the participation of foreign partners in implementing major investment 
projects," TDH quoted him as saying. The exhibit is said to be comparable to the annual Gas and Oil of 
Turkmenistan conference usually held in the fall, and was initiated by the Turkmen leader outside of the plan 
due to "the evident rise in the oil and gas sector, the colossal hydrocarbon resources and the favorable 
investment climate which makes the Turkmen market extremely attractive for foreign partners,” TDH reported 
 
 
Unless otherwise indicated, all translations have been prepared by OSI’s Turkmenistan Project. 
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